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NSI produces Activated Bio-char
from sugarcane bhagasse

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

The National Sugar Institute,
Kanpur added anather
feather to its cap by successfully
producing ‘Activated Bio-char’
from sugarcane bagasse ren-
dered surplus by the sugar fac-
tories. Presently bagasse, the
fibrous materia{received after
crushing the sugarcane was
utilised mostly as a fuel. The
Institute for the last several
years was continuously work-
ing on developing various value
added products utilising this
product so as to enhance rev-
enues of sugar factories and
‘Activated Bio-char’ was
another such product in the
series.

Narendra Mohanon Monday
informed that the product had
been developed after almost 18
months of continuous efforts
by Project Scientists Shalini
Kumari under the supervision
of Dr Sudhanshu Mohan, Jr.
Scientific Officer for treatment
of sugar melt and waste waters
in sugar factories.

He said at present, sugar
refineries use Ton Exchange
Resins’ as commercially avail-
able to de-colorise their sugar
melt to produce superior qual-
ity sugar of low colour value.
He said however, use of such
resins escalated the cost of
production, besides genera-
tion of substantial quantity of
effluents.

opment and laboratory scale
trials were aimed to assess
possibilities of replacing Ton
Exchange Resins’ witﬁ the
‘Activated Bio-char’ produced
from bagasse.

He said the laboratory scale
trial for decolorising the sugar
melt were encouraging wil:ﬁ
colour reduction to the extent
of 30 per cent.

He said the ‘Activated Bio-
char’ from bagasse had been
prepared by carrying out dry-
ing the bagasse, grinding and
screening it to desired particle
size, conducting pyrolysis
under anaerobic conditions
like in the absence of air and
then activating the surface

through acid treatment under

The Director of NSI, Prof He said the product devel-  controlled conditions.
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