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Experts discuss potential of
maize in ethanol production

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE Il KANPUR

ecretary (Food and Public

Distribution) Sudhanshu
Pandey stressed the need for
reducing dependence on
imported crude oil.

Addressing a webinar on
Thursday on the topic ‘A Step
Ahead Toward a Future Fuel’
held in association with
National Sugar Institute and
Indian Sugar Mills Association,
Pandey said the Government of
India had chalked out the
ethanol blended petrol (EBP)
programme in a phased man-
ner and for 2022 the blending
target was 10 percent and by
2030 it was to be raised to 20
percent.

He said in order to achieve
the goal of EBP, there was
need for adding ethanol capac-
ities and developing alternate
feed stocks.

He said the potential of
maize, which was abundantly
availability, could be harnessed
for ethanol production at it
would help the farmers in get-
ting good rates for their pro-
duce.

Joint Secretary (Sugar),
Government of India, Subodh
Kumar Singh, in his address
said that in order to boost
ethanol availability during the
last one year or so, 362 pro-
posals for a loan amount of
over Rs 18,000 crore had been
approved which may result in
addition of 600 crore litre
ethanol capacity per annum.

NSI  Director Prof

Narendra Mohan suggested
that without inviting “Food
Vs Fuel” debate, surplus grains
viz. rice and maize, could be
used for production of ethanol.

He said with rice and
maize, it was possible to attain

average ethanol yields of 450
litre/ton and 380 litres/ton
with a wvaluable by-product,
distillers dried grain with sol-
ubles (DDGS) to be used as cat-
tle feed.

He said since only a limit-
ed quantity of ethanol could be
produced using molasses from
sugar industry, development of
alternate feed stocks like sur-

lus grain, sweet potato, sugar
Eeet, sweet sorghum and cas-
sava was important.

Earlier, Sudhanshu Pandey
mooted that avenues towards
export of sugar to sugar defi-
cient Asian countries like
Indonesia, Malaysia and Sri
Lanka be taken up.

He said the country was
continuing with surplus sugar
production for the last couple
of years and during the next
sugar season (2020-21) also the
country may see sugar pro-

duction to the extent of +30
MMT which was much high-
er than the domestic require-
ment.

He said thus sugar export
and production of ethanol by
sacrificing sugar was important
for the economic sustainabili-
ty of the Indian sugar industry.

He also stressed on the
need for safe supply chain
management from farm to
consumer keeping in view the
COVID-19 outbreak. He
emphasised upon adoption of
good manufacturing practices
and hazard analysis & critical
control points in sugar factories
to ensure quality control.

He said the sugar con-
sumption faced challenges due
to COVID-10 pandemic, grow-
ing consumer preference for
sugar substitutes and sugar tax
imposed by various countries
to curb sugar consumption.




