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The National Sugar Institute,
Kanpur and ICAR- Indian
Institute of Millets Research,
Hyderabad signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding on Tuesday to
join hands for working togeth-
er so as to develop varieties of
sweet sorghum and suitable
technologies for producing
ethanol from it. The MoU was
signed by Prof Narendra
Mohan on behalf of NSI and
Dr Vilas Tonapi of ICAR ,
Hyderabad. The MoU signed
undertaking for collaborative
research and development pro-
jects on exploiting potential of
sweet sorghum for ethanol
production.

Prof Mohan said the truck
was in fact an effort to promote
bio-ethanol production so as to
cope up with the requirement
for 10 per cent blending in
petrol. He said as per the
understanding, testing of
promising sweet sorghum
genotypes developed by ICAR-
IIMR, Hyderabad, suitable for
planting in February and June,
July in Northern India shall be
carried out at the National
Sugar Institute farm. He said
thereafter, the study of process-
ing technique and ethanol pro-
duction potential from differ-
ent sweet sorghum varieties
shall be carried out at the
institute itself. He said in addi-
tion to it both shall explore pos-

sibilities of utilising sweet
sorghum syrup in beverage
confectionary industry.
Dr Tonapi said sweet
sorghum may be considered
as a potential crop for
ethanol production innorth-
em Indiaas it was awarm-sea-
son crop that matured earlier
under high temperatures and
short days. He said it tolerat-
ed drought and high-temper-
ature stress better than ma
crops, but itdid not grow well,
under low temperatures. He
said it was about four months
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crop which required much
lesser irrigation water than the
sugarcane crop. He added that
a crop yielding 40t fresh
stalk/ha, upon juice extrac-
tion @ 60 per cent would yield
about 3.0 on jaggery and 3.5
ton a'rup.

e said the same stalk in
fermentation may yield about
2000 litre of ethanol consider-
ing production of ethanol @ 50
litres/ton of sweet sorghum
stalks. He said the stalk residue
left over after proces may
beabout 12-15 t/ha, w'
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be used either as fuel or feed.
He said the real picture will
emerge about the collaborative
study.

Dr Ashok Kumar said it
had been recognised as one of
promising crop for production
of ethanol in the National Bio-
fuel Policy.

He added that ethanol
blending target of 10 per cent
had still not been achieved thus
development of such alternate
feed stock may go a lon
way in meeting the country’s
requirement.







