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Seminar on effluent
mgmt held at NST
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Seminar on effluent management in sugar industry

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B KANFUR

eena Satawan, Additional Director,

Central Pollution Control Board, New
Delhi while addressing a one-day nation-
al seminar on “"Water and Effluent
Management in Sugar Industry-Emerging
Challenges” on Wednesday jointly organ-
Ised by National Sugar Institute (NSI) and
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
stressed on adoption of best available tech-
nologies and standard operating proce-
dures for reducing quantity of discharges
further from the prescribed limit of 200
liters per tonne of cane with quality suit-
able for use as irrigation water or even bet-
ter. She said sugar industry was required
to reduce fresh water consumption also to
meet processing requirements by follow-
ing the charter prepared with the help of
NSI. Dr Devendra Soni, Regional Director,
CPCB, Lucknow, while praising the efforts
made by sugar factories siluatccf' in the holy
Ganga basin suggested adoption of water
treatment technology from other indus-
tries for implementation in sugar indus-
try for further improvement. Prof
Narendra Mohan, Director, NSI, suggest-
ed that instead of insisting on quantity of
effluent discharge, norms should stress on
fresh water intake and quality of discharge
which may be made more stringent. He
said sugarcane based sugar industry was

different from any other industry where
raw material like sugarcane itself contained
70-72 per cent water which was bound to
come out during processing and hence
even after meeting own processing require-
ments, which varied to a larger extent sur-
plus water was likely to be discharged
which can be used for various purposes,
including irrigation. Anoop Kumar
Kanaujia, Assistant Professor of Sugar
Engine¢ring presented an overview of the
water and effluent management in sugar
factories and distilleries situated in Ganga
Basin. He said due to combined efforts of
institute and industry, during the last three
years while the fresh water consumption in
sugar factories had come down by about 40
per cent, the average effluent discharge had
also come down trom 180 to 150 litre per
tonne of cane that was by around 20 per cent
or so. In the molasses based distilleries also
there was average reduction in fresh water

consumption by 48 per cent and mostly
they were found to be working on zero lig-
uid discharge. Rajeev Mishra, Saraswati
Sugar Mills Ltd, Yamunanagar, Haryana,
presented details of an innovative model
wherein their sugar complex comprising
sugar factory and distillery was being oper-
ated without any use of fresh water and also
with no effluent discharge. He said this may
be a model for all to follow. He added that
although it would require some addition-
al capital and operational cost but looking
to the issue of water scarcity this was need-
ed to be followed. Presentations were also
made by Balrampur Chini Mills Ltd, DCM
Shriram Ltd and Dalmia Bharat Sugar Lid
ms,hllghlmg efforts made by them in

ucing the fresh water m:nsumpimn o
almost zero. However, there were issues with
the quantity of discharges due to various
reasons as hlz,l’l.hghlcd by Prof Mohan and
also due to changed working model of the
sugar factories where power generation and
ethanol production was being preferred. He
said thus the issue was to be seen in that per-
spective. Trienviro Systems Pvt Ltd. and
Paques Environmental Technology India
Pvt Ltd also took part. Mahendra Yadavy, co-
ordinator, proposed the vote of thanks. A
large numl!:er of delegates from Haryana,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Karnataka took
part in the seminar.
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