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Promotion of hio-fuel for
hetter environ advocated

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE B HANPUR

Nntional Sugar Institute
Director Prof MNarendra
Mohan while addressing a
webinar on "Promotion of bio-
fuel for a better environment’
organised as part of Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav at the institute
on Tuesday, said ethanol was
one of the major priorities of
21st century in India as it had
a Eusitiv& impact on prof-
itability of sugar industry,
income of farmers, energy
security and on environment.

He said the sugar industry
had a limitation of providing
feed-stocks to cope up with the
requirement for 20 per cent
blending by 2025, where esti-
mated ethanol requirement
shall be about 1,000 crore litre.
He said thus wtilisation of sur-
plus sugar, rice, maize and
even the use of deteriorated
grain for ethanol production
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may result in saving of foreign
exchange to the extent of Rs
30,000 crore per annum. In his
inay, address, Prof Mohan
said the utilisation of 165 lakh
tons of grain would benefit the
maize and paddy farmers with
creation of new investment
opportunities, which would
also result in job creation in
rural areas. Director general of
All India Distillers’ Association,
VN Raina, appreciated the gov-
ernment policies, particularly,
for providing rice from the
Food Corporation of India to

ethanol producers at a conces-
siomal rate of Rs.20 per kg and
attractive price of Rs.56.87 per
litre for ethanol made out of it,
He expressed confidence for
faster implementation of the
rice based ethanol units in the
country, Director (operations),
Radico-Khaitan Ltd, KP Singh,
presented an alcohol produc-
tion model to be followed in
the country keeping in view
availability of feed stocks and
requirement of ethanol for
blending and in potable liquor
and chemical industry. He said

the aloohol requirement in all
these sectors was continuous-
ly increasing and now due to
COVID-19 use of alcohol-
based sanitisers had also cre-
ated significant demand for it.
He emphasised on the need to
earmark ethanol sufficient,
ethanol deficient and ethanol
very deficient states and
accordingly consider it. He
said looking into the availabil-
ity of the raw material in the
region, the ethanol units may
be set up. Vice-president of
Oasis Distillers Ltd, HS Shukla,
presented details of technolo-
gy for producing ethanol from
maize, rice, millet {bajra) and
wheat. He said the byproduct
of the grain-based ethanol unit,
distillers dried grains with sol-
uble (DDGS) was important as
being excellent cattle feed and
it fetched very gcmi prices
enabling such units to attain
higher profitability,




