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‘30% of fresh water on Earth is groundwater’

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B KANPUR

D irector of National Sugar
Institute, Prof Narendra
Mohan, while delivering his
presidential address at the
institute on World Water Day
on Tuesday said this year the
theme was 'Groundwater-
Making the Invisible, Visible!
The session was organised in
a hybrid mode. He said dur-
ing the last five years fresh
water consumption in the
sugar factories situated in
Ganga basin had come down
from 140-180 litre per tonne
of cane processed to 80-100
litre per tonne of cane. He
said keeping in view sugar-
cane crushing to the extent of
300 million metric tonnes
per annum in the country,
adoption of such system can
provide significant savings,

He said fresh water con-
sumption in distilleries had
also been reduced from 12-
14 litres of alcohol to 6-7 litres
of alcohol and there was scope
for further reduction.

He said the focus of sugar
units need to reduce the water
wastage and this was the
objective of holding a session
on World Groundwater Day.
He said water was one of the
world's most precious
resources and people use
water every day for many
activities. He said although
water played an essential role
in everyday life, many people
did not realise that much of
their water came from the
ground.

Praof Mohan said ground-
water was water found below

Y —— .
Director NSI, Prof Narendra Mohan addressing a session on * Groundwater Day” at the Institute on Tuesday.

the earth’s surface in spaces
between rock and soil. He
said surface water was water
that collected above the earth’s
surface, such as streams,
rivers, lakes or oceans. He
said 30 per cent of all the fresh
water on Earth was ground-
water, while the other 70 per
cent was surface water.

He said groundwater
supplied water to wells and
springs and was an important
source of water for public
water systems and private
wells. He said thus every care
need to e to prevent
contamination (germs and
harmful chemicals). He said

protecting the safety of

groundwater was an impor-

tant priority for country like
India.

D Swain, Prof Sugar
‘Engineerinindernﬂed about
various technologies viz air
cooled condensers and con-
densate polishing units to
reduce water requirements
further.

Now we are having com-
plexes comprising sugar,
power generation and ethanol
units and thus it is necessary
to draw strategy for overall
water requirements.

The effluent from sugar
units after due treatment can
be utilised in molasses based
distilleries and power gener-
ation units, thus minimising
their requirements.

Pradeep Khandelwal,
Unit Head,

Triveni Engineering &
Industries Ltd, stressed upon
need for taking appropriate
measures to reduce water
requirements from 'Farm to
Factory’ Sugarcane is consid-
ered to be a water guzzler
crop and thus modern tech-
niques of irrigation, furrow
irrigation and drip irrigation
are required to be promoted
in a higger way.

M{s UY Trienviro Pvt Lid
also made presentation about
membrane technology based
condensate purification sys-
tem for its reuse in steam gen-
eration so as to reduce fresh
water intake.

fmﬂn-mkmn,he e

s







