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Hindustan Times 30 December 2014

Need to deelop new techniques
for ethanol productlon Sugar scientists

HT Correspondent
= it ity kdnpur"“hlndllsta

KANPUR: Scientists at the
National Sugar Institute
(NSI) stressed upon the need
of developing new technigues
to raise ethanol production to
meet its growing demand in
sugar and petroleum industry,
here on Monday:

Speaking on the con-
cluding day of the two-day
training programme on
basic microbiological tech-
niques, director of the NSI
Dr Narendra Mohan said
the domestic production of
ethanol was of 2.7 to 2.9 bil-

= NS director Narendra Mohan.

lion litres per annum -3% of
world production and less
than half of China.

He expressed concermn over
the critical phase through

which the sugar industry
has been undergoing due to
inappropriate price struc-
ture of cane and sugar.

He suggested that sugar
industries now work on
bio-products to stabilise the
industry “It is encouraging
that the government has
raised the price of ethanol,

a bio-product of the sugar
industry, from Rs 48 to Rs 49
per litre,” said Mohan.

He also suggested that
ethanol’s production be
increased by developing new
technologies, using alternate
feedstock and increasing fer-

mentation value of molasses.

Dr Seema Paroha, a
scientist, said researches
should be carried out using
lignocellulosic materials like
bagasse, wheat, rice straw
and grass for ethanol produc-
tion. “These materials have
great potential for produc-
tion of ethanol,” she added.

Besides, she said, non-feed
stocks like cassava, sweet
sorghum and sweet potato
could also be good sources
of ethanol production.
“Production only through
molasses cannot help meet
the demand of ethanol, need-
ed for blending in petrol,”
added Parocha.
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